
Trip Report: The Annual BBQ Walk
Date: 13th July 2013
Group: Mike Arrowsmith (Leader), Lesley, Hugh, Jim G, Jim W, Jean W, 
Ian, Mike Hiscock (BBQ Host), Colin, Amanda, Heather Foster, Caryle 
(BBQ event  support), Selina, Tony, Lynn, Ann and Caitlin Bodfish, Gerry, 
Jeff
Route: Eaton, Cotebrook and Little Budworth – Cheshire. 8 miles – tracks, 
fields, clear paths. Ascent: negligible, though the steps up to the beer 
garden at The Red Lion were quite steep
Total Distance: Unknown
Total Ascent: 0 ft
Weather: Very hot!

The annual BBQ was prefaced this year with a local walk, with the 
intention of allowing plenty of time for the host and hostess (Mike and 
Delia Hiscock) to prepare. So, our suggestion of a walk around Oulton Park 
seemed to be met with some support, and with a start time of 10.00 AM 
the walk attracted high numbers, setting a new record. 19 people set out 
to drive the 3 miles to the start in the centre of Eaton.
This was a day of ‘firsts’. First walk ever to start at such a late hour and 
the first to be so near to Bunbury. 
The stroll out of Eaton up a beautiful Lightfoot Lane, led to the top of 
the Portal Golf Course—in fact the 9th tee. Golfers teeing off were a 
little surprised and perhaps a tinge annoyed to hear the sounds of 19 
walkers approaching as they prepared to make their drives in a golfing 
competition. When all 19 of us had to walk the full length of the first hole 
there were a few raised eyebrows amongst the golfers. They pointed out 
to us that golf can be a dangerous sport – the first of our H & S issues; 
though, as most of the group are golfers this seemed a little unnecessary. 
Health and safety seemed to be a feature of this walk when we had to 
cross the busy A49 a few minutes later. Safely across we headed to the 
lake that everyone sees from the road and wonders where it can be 
reached from- well now you know – The Mill Pond near Cotebrook.
A further H & S issue occurred near the said lake which was the home of 
about 12 fit looking horses. They looked a little astounded to see 19 
people heading their way but proved friendly at least to Gerry, who was 
on his maiden walk with the BUMS,  and after much flicking of tails and 
gentle whinnying, allowed us all to get safely over only to find ourselves in 
a field full of bullocks….or I think that’s what Amanda said. Much clicking 
of cameras (Amanda is now vying for the position of official photographer 



of BUMS  with her new Canon G15) snapping all the fauna saw us round 
the lake and back towards the A49 which we crossed without incident.
The group stopped by the Cotebrook Book Box, a disused telephone box, 
converted into a library for used books. Behind this rises a narrow path 
which took us into Little Budworth Country Park. This provided welcome 
respite from the heat of the day. The walk continued towards Budworth 
Mere. Stopping for a lunch break on the track we all reflected on the 
fact that this walk, being so near home, was perfect on such a very hot 
day.
Passing the mere we spotted a huge heron which Amanda photographed 
expertly. Onwards  to a planned stop at the Red Lion in Little Budworth. 
Another first! The chairman finally agreed that we all deserved a cool and 
refreshing drink—all except Ian that is who had had plenty of cool 
refreshing drinks the night before. Mike and I will never live this one 
down, but with temperatures touching 30 deg, it was done on grounds of 
H & S. One other H & S issue was that several of the party were 
suffering from hay fever, not helped by the amount of fields we had to 
cross and the crops growing there. Sorry, Lynn and Tony.
Leaving Little Budworth we then skirted Oulton Park racing circuit via 
little used paths where our thighs were caressed by barley, back into 
Eaton.
The walk was over. The searing heat, trapped within the cars did nothing 
to cool us down and the only recourse was to pop into the Yew Tree for 
re-hydration purposes before heading home to prepare for the BBQ at 
5.00PM.
Although not included within this walk report I would like to thank the 
Hiscocks, and Caryle for putting together a fantastic summer BBQ which 
was enjoyed by 27 BUMS and partners.
Despite taking the ‘mountains’ out of the BUMS for once there was an 
over whelming sense that the odd local walk in our beautiful area is 
perhaps a good idea. 
Lesley
The walk was from ‘Adventurous Pub Walks in Cheshire’ by David Dunford

Mike A


