
Trip Report: The High Peak

Date: Saturday 10th November 2018

Group: Jim G (Leader) Dave, Jeff, Ian, Lesley, Mike A, Sarah, Steve, Hugh

Route: Derwent Edge

Total Distance: 11 miles

Total Ascent:  2195 ft.

Weather: cool & dry apart from a couple of showers

Winter 7.30 start, an uneventful drive to Fairholmes car park where we meet Hugh who had made the long
drive up from Luton for his first walk of the season.

This is a walk that I did back in June 2004, not that I can remember anything about it! We start at a car park
called Fairholmes in the Derwent Valley, beneath the famous Dam Busters dam, we walk beneath the dam
and then alongside the Derwent Reservoir on a wide track. Just before Howden dam we turn off right up a
lovely path above Abbey Brook that leads us deep into, what feels like, deep and remote country. The
coffee stop moaners have been sounding off for a while but the Leader already has a stop planned and will
not be deflected (there was talk about some sort of democratic vote, the Leader is having none of that!).
The pre-planned coffee stop is reached, a ruin at the confluence of Abbey Brook and Sheepfold Clough.

Fully re-caffieneated, we now head south up Sheepfold Clough until we reach a paved path and turn left, to
reach our first objective, Lost Lad which has an interesting topo-graph erected by the famous Sheffield
Clarion Ramblers in memory of W.H. Baxy (whoever he was). We are now on Derwent Edge with a clear
path, paved in parts, all along it, our route for today. The next stop is Black Tor (538m) the high point of
today. The trig point is sited on top of an interesting rocky outcrop that causes one or two Bums some
difficulty in attaining, after a fair bit of faffing and using various routes we are finally all assembled for the
obligatory team photo/calendar shot.

We rejoin the path and a delightful stroll takes us past several interesting rocky outcrops, Cakes of Bread,
Dovestone Tor, Salt Cellar, White Tor and finally, Wheel Stones (or Coach & Horses) where we stop for a
well earned lunch break.

We continue along Derwent Edge, passing the Hurkling Stones before turning sharp right after Whinstone
Lee Tor. This leads us down past a conifer plantation across Grindle Clough and down to the track
alongside Ladybower reservoir, where we turn right again. We follow the track past the now visible drowned
village of Derwent, we stop to admire the sunken ruins before wending our way back to the car park.

We say our goodbyes to Hugh, until next year. A swift drive back sees us in the Dysart at 4.30 for
rehydration, we are joined by Gillian, Sandra, Tony and Riley (who tries to wreck the bar!)

Jim G




