Ellastone and Weaver Hill Walk Saturday 19th. May 2018

Squad Lynn (leader), Tony, Ann, Neil, lan, Dave C, Jo, Caryle, Colin and Chrissie.
Dogs - Riley & Jess

Distance 10.4miles

Accent 400m

Weather Dry with sunny spells

We met at the pavilion at 8am, it was only an hour drive to the start of the walk in the lovely village of
Ellastone, Staffordshire.

We set off across gracious parkland through the old estate of Calwich Abby, sadly not much of it remains
today. When we reached Calwich Hall, we all got slightly distracted, looking for a fishing temple by the lake
and missed our path. After doubling back on ourselves we were soon on the right path heading through
beautiful bluebell woods. It was here that Caryle did her Alice in Wonderland impression, and fell into a
deep hole, luckily she was fine, and didn’t find any white rabbits!

On the way to Wooton we stopped for a welcome coffee break, before heading upwards to the top of
Weaver hill, 1200ft. above sea level. Pausing for a moment to look at an ancient burial site, of an iron age
warrior, a Tumulus, and for Colin to check his phone! Onwards to the summit we had a couple of close
encounters with a few over protective cows, nothing Jo couldn’t handle!

The top of Weaver Hill made a perfect spot for lunch with a view - the dramatic Manifold Valley one side
and an expansive open mine called Kevin in the opposite direction.

After everyone had eaten lunch, and Dave had finished his snooze, it was time to try and find the path back
down to Wooton, not as easy as you might think! The instructions were no help, so plan B - we followed a
couple of walkers who seemed to know the way down. Hooray, we made it to Wooton Cricket Ground,
exactly where we should be, now it should have been just a straight walk along the road back to the

car. Oh no! Tony had a plan to avoid the road. The squad groaned,

“It's a short cut ,” he promised.

It wasn’t! However it was picturesque.

Eventually we got back to the cars and arrived safely at the Yew Tree to be joined by Penny and Sandra,
for rehydration and complimentary snacks, very nice!

Thank you all for putting up with my errors and rubbish map reading, which together with Tony’s detour
made it longer than advertised, sorry!

Lynn



