
Trip Report Friday 16th August 2025 

Route  Buckden Pike – Yorkshire Dales 

Distance 11 miles with 2400ft accent  

Squad Neil (Leader), Ann, Sarah, Steve, Christine, Dave, Janet 

A prompt depart from Bunbury at 6.45am for Neil, Ann and Janet, meeting the rest of the team at 
Kettlewell for 9am. Our walk also coincided with the last day of the annual, week long, Kettlewell 
scarecrow festival. The festival has been running since 1994, and was an amazing sight to behold. 

Having made full use of the public facilities the team headed through scarecrow filled lanes as we 
headed out of the village, taking the long ascent up to the moors via the Top Mere track, to Cam 
Head. The weather was cloudy but warm, and there was plenty of delayering going on. At Cam Head 
we turned left at the sign for Starbottom!, and a short distance later peeled right to Top Mere Top 
where a well-deserved coffee break was taken. The break was shorter than usual as we were set 
upon by a pack of midges. 

From Top Mere, the route took us onto open moorland with views across to Great Whernside to the 
right and Pen-Y-Ghent to the left. Fortunately, the moor was quite dry so the gradual ascent up 
towards Buckden Pike was pleasant. Probably best to avoid in the winter months. Just before the 
top, we passed a war memorial, remembering Polish air force crew who had crashed near the peak 
during WW2. 

A short time later, we arrived at Bukden Pike (702m), where lunch was taken. Next to the trig point 
was a wheelbarrow and spade! Chrstine struck quite a pose in the wheelbarrow – see the photo! 
Dave and Chris had also failed to find any local stores earlier in the morning to acquire any lunch so 
there was a general redistribution of goodies by some of the group to them. 

Post lunch, the walk ascended quite steeply to Buckden lead mine and then more gently to the small 
hamlet of Starbottom, which sits on the Dales Way. From then on, the route was pan flat as we 
walked the last 2 miles back into Kettlewell, where by now the sun was out and the village was full of 
families enjoying a day out observing scarecrows of all shapes and sizes. A scene you would only 
observe in Britain.  

A lovely day out in the Yorkshire Dales, well worth the 2-hour drive there and back. Hydration was 
taken later at the Dysart. 

Neil 


