
Trip Report Friday 27th June  

Route  Three Shires Head from Derbyshire Bridge 

Distance 9.5 miles with 1400ft accent  

Squad Neil (Leader), Iain, Sarah, Steve, Jim, Gordon, Claire, Dave Barker, Bruce, Lynn, 
Richard C, Judy, Jo, Clare  

A prompt depart from Bunbury for all 14 at 8am. A very warm welcome to Claire who was making 
her first walk with the BUMS. There were a few road diversions en route, with variable arrival times 
at Derbyshire Bridge from 9.30 to 10.00. The good news was that at 9.30 there was cloud over the 
Cat and Fiddle, but this had disappeared by 10! 

From the car park the team made there way up the quite road to the Cat and Fiddle (Forest 
Distillery), crossing the main road at the top and over to the ridge path that headed towards 
Wildboarclough. The path forked right after a couple of miles, with a gradual descent down to the 
village of Wildboarclough. Whilst the leader was taking a few photos a splinter group of 4 (you know 
who you are) decided to take an alternative route to the leader! Fortunately for them, their path did 
eventually join back up with the main group. Coffee was taken and all was forgiven. 

The route then took us onto tarmac for a small time before we ascended into Leech Wood, across a 
ford (dry) and then up towards Cut-thorn Hill, before descending again to Three Shires Head. By this 
time the sun was out and lunch was taken at the bridge with beautiful views across all three counties 
of Cheshire, Derbyshire and Staffordshire! The bridge was once an important crossing point over the 
River Dane for trains of packhorses, where they could be rested and watered. 

Post lunch, the walk ascended to Blackclough before taking a right turn at Orchard Farm, and a 
further ascent towards Dane Head, affording lovely views across to Buxton, Greater Manchester and 
even Bunbury. The team then followed an easy path across Axe Edge Moor, before crossing the A54 
and descending gradually back down to the car park. 

This was a lovely and relatively straightforward walk for all, and it was great to see so many BUMS 
out again enjoying each other’s company and of course the great outdoors. 

Hydration was taken later at the Dysart. Many thanks to Iain, Gordon, and Bruce for driving. 

Neil 


