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Trip Report: A circuit from Llanferres

Group: Sarah (Leader), Steve, Lesley, Mike A, Dave B, Jim G
Date: Sat Dec 6th

Distance & ascent: 10 miles & 3000ft

Weather: Nowhere near as bad as expected!

And so 6 intrepid BUMS left the pavilion at 8.30am for the last walk of 2025, our destination Llanferres, a
mere 50 minutes drive away.

A little after 9.30 we were all 'kitted up' in preparation for the forecasted, dire weather. Jim even donned
a pair of overtrousers, the likes I've never seen him wear before! Off we set walking past the 'Druid Inn’
and through Llanferres village. Soon apologies were in order from the leader as the first little climb had

gathering our breaths at the top we then had to clamber over a gate, thanks to the kind welsh farmer
who had tied it up with every knot known to man. Thankfully our onward route wasn't hindered in any
way and soon our footpath crossed with the Offa's Dyke [ OD] path which we followed up to the base of
Foel Fenlli. Here we left the OD path and continued UP over the summit of Foel Fenlli. The leader was
soon eating her words about no-more steep sections and a few choice words may have been uttered by
the group. We were all able to get our breaths back when we stopped for a coffee break in what was
once the ramparts of Foel Fenlli hill fort.

Suitably refreshed we descended off the summit without incident, despite the steps being quite greasy
and again rejoined the OD path. We continued following OD in the direction of Moel Famau [MF] . A
short way from 'Bwich Penbarras' we split into two groups. Mike and Les [Team B] taking the direct
approach to MF and Sarah, Steve, Dave and Jim taking the slightly longer route with a tad more
climbing. The longer route took us down to the westerly edge of MF country park at Fron-bellaf. From
here our path took us in a North/North west direction, circumnavigating Moel y Gaer and only involved a
very small amount of bush-wacking. Soon we arrived at the path that would take us back up to MF.
Whilst the path was good under foot it was well described by Jim as a 'slog’, but on the plus side it
wasn't raining! By this time the B team [Mike and Les] had had their lunch and were getting a little chilled
so decided not to wait for us and continued back to the cars.

On reaching MF summit [Team A] the wind and cloud wasn't conducive for stopping so we decided to
continue in the hope of finding some shelter. The leader had a little issue finding the correct path off of
the summit but soon we were on our way and quickly came to a fallen tree to have lunch. At this point
there were a few comments about the 'lack of rain' and then somehow talk of the 'world cup' morphed
into talk of Miss World. Jim did seem to know quite a bit about the competition, especially the 'bikini
section'l!

From here it was an easy romp downhill through the woodland. After a very short stretch of road we
joined another footpath contouring around the base of Foel Fenlli towards Llanferres. With the end in
sight even a farm yard filled with slurry didn't dull our spirits.

We arrived back at the car, with dry clothes, to find Mike and Les waiting patiently but who had arrived
only 10 minutes before .

The drive back to the Dysart was uneventful and rehydration was taken with fellow BUMs, Christine and
Colin.
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